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Question: What should I know neighborhood about cats?

As a well known animal advocate, I have received many questions from residents about cats. While the environmental commission does not typically address animal questions, I am offering my responses to the most frequently asked questions regarding neighborhood cats.
What is the difference between an owned, stray or feral cat?

A cat that is owned is typically licensed by its owner with the township and displays a collar or has a special microchip id. The cat is also vaccinated and receives veterinary care. Both stray and feral cats are homeless. A stray cat is a domestic cat that has been abandoned or has strayed from home and gotten lost. A feral cat is born and raised outside with little or no human contact.

How do I handle homeless cats?

There is no way to determine for sure if a homeless cat is current on vaccines and veterinary care. The overall condition of a cat can be determined by its general appearance. Homeless animals preferably should be handled by an animal control officer. If the animal control officer is not available and you choose to handle the animal, do so with caution. Wear long sleeves, padded gloves, and always wash the areas of contact with soap and water.

Who do I call when I see a cat in my yard?

First, determine if the cat is owned. If the cat remains in your yard for an extended period, contact the town animal control officer who can advise you as to whether the cat has been reported missing. The Millburn Animal Control Officer, Jim Berger, works with the police department and the health department and can be contacted via either of these two offices. Cats typically will wander into a yard and continue wandering until they locate a safe place to eat or sleep.
My neighbors are complaining about my cat that tends to wander into their garden or yard?
Cats should be kept indoors as it is the best protection from harm and disease. Make sure your cat is sterilized, vaccinated and wears some type of identification so it can be returned home if it becomes lost.

I have been feeding a homeless cat but do not want to keep it, how do I help it?
Contact the local animal control officer to determine if the cat has been reported missing. You may trap the cat and bring the cat to a local shelter or alternatively have the cat sterilized, vaccinated, and return it to the location in which it was found.
I just found a kitten outside and the mother is not with it, what do I do?
Do not try to move a kitten immediately as the mother may be in the process of moving it to a safer location. If the kitten remains alone for several hours, then contact the local animal control officer for assistance. 
Where do I get traps?
Bunchers Hardware and other hardware stores carry humane box traps. Or, contact www.livetrap.com. The Millburn animal control officer may have a trap available for resident’s use.
What should I do if a cat I’ve been trying to trap refuses to go into the trap?
If after repeated attempts a cat will not go into a trap, take a break for a week or two. Place the food in an unset trap for a few days and then eventually return to setting the trap. Make sure the food has a strong scent like fish or peanut butter.
Where do I find a veterinarian who will treat homeless and feral cats and kittens, preferably at a reduced cost?

First, ask a veterinarian and local shelters if they know of anyone that provides low-cost sterilization and vaccination. The People for Animals spay/neuter clinic is located in Hillside and is easy to reach. Call ahead for clinic times and appointments.

I am moving and can’t take my cat with me, what do I do?
Do not abandon your cat in the neighborhood. It is considered animal cruelty and is a criminal offense. Contact a local shelter, rescue group and veterinarians as soon as possible before the eventual move. Often a shelter or rescue group will accept a formerly owned pet with a donation. Over 50,000 cats and dogs are euthanized annually in New Jersey. Help reduce this figure by practicing responsible pet ownership.
Information on animal welfare and care can be found in greater detail at the Alley Cat Allies website, www.alleycat.org and the website of The Office of Animal Welfare at the State of New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, www.state.nj.us/health/animalwelfare.
Gwyn Sondike serves on Millburn’s Environmental Commission (MEC) and formerly served as the policy adviser and principal inspector at the Office of Animal Welfare at the New Jersey State Department of Health and Senior Services. The MEC meets at 7:30 PM the first Monday of the month and welcomes active involvement from the community. The meeting schedule for the rest of 2008 is Sept. 8 (Cora Hartshorn Arboretum) and October 6, November 3 and December 1 (2nd floor Town Hall). To find out more about the MEC, or to "Ask Your Environmental Commission" a question to be answered next month, visit the Millburn website or email millburnec@yahoo.com.

